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Time travelin’
Past and present photos of iconic JMU landmarks
Zane Showker Hall being built in 1989. Once 
opened in 1991, Showker brought the small 
College of Business together in one location.
Wilson Hall during construction in 1931. Named 
after Woodrow Wilson, the building formerly 
housed a recording studio and a men’s lounge. 
Matt SchMachtenberg / the breeze
breeze File Photo
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Daniel Stein / the Breeze
The Integrated Science and Technology bell 
tower under construction in 1997. The building 
was expanded to include the Health and Human 
Services building in 2000, and the physics and 
chemistry program moved into the building in 
2005. 
Breeze File Photo
Mark owen / the Breeze
Logan Hall being built in 1950. According 
to the JMU website, its construction 
was “plagued by a shortage of stone 
masons” and a steel strike. 
Breeze File Photo
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Reporting to graduation
Lindsay Czarniak (‘00) to speak at commencement
By RIchIe BOzek
The Breeze
How many people who walked the 
Quad on JMU’s campus can now say they 
are a television anchor at the “Worldwide 
Leader in Sports”?
The answer is one.
The undergraduate commencement 
speaker this year is Lindsay Czarniak, who 
graduated from JMU in 2000 with a major 
in journalism and a minor in studio art 
and is now a distinguished figure at ESPN.
“I take it as a huge honor because this 
graduating class, they are about to embark 
on a journey that, to me, doesn’t feel so 
long ago,” Czarniak said. “I think there 
are things that I wish I would have known 
when I was in those shoes, so I’m really 
looking forward to hopefully inspiring 
some people with that.”
Czarniak is currently the solo anchor 
of the daily 6 p.m. airing of ESPN’s 
“SportsCenter,” a role she began back in 
January.
She was introduced to the world of 
sports journalism while growing up in 
Centreville, Virginia. Her father, Chet, was 
a sports reporter and editor at USA Today 
in McLean, Virginia.
But it was her time spent at JMU 
that helped set her on a career path in 
journalism. She studied in the School of 
Media Arts and Design (SMAD).
Marilou Johnson, a professor and the 
director of SMAD, had Czarniak as a 
student in her broadcast journalism class 
during the fall semester of 1999.
It was a practicum for Johnson’s class 
that began to pave the way for Czarniak.
“[Lindsay] came in here wanting to be 
a journalist,” Johnson said. “I’m not even 
sure she did a sports package … [but] 
because she came from a family with her 
dad involved in sports, she kind of knew 
how it would work.”
Johnson explained how students put 
together a 30-minute,  once-a-week 
see czARNIAk, page 13
ESPN’s John Anderson (left), Lindsay Czarniak and P.J. Carlesimo report courtside at a Cleveland 
Cavaliers game last November. Czarniak is the anchor on the 6 p.m. ESPN SportsCenter broadcasts.
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Out of sight, not mind 
Tarek Zidan 
Tarek Zidan, an adjunct social work profes-
sor and Ph.D. candidate, has experienced life 
in many different places. Zidan has enjoyed his 
time at JMU since he arrived last year and, in 
his final days, he’s continuing to appreciate it.
Born in Egypt, Zidan became a naturalized 
U.S. citizen in 2010, and lives with his wife and 
three children in Fairfax County. After attend-
ing Howard University in Washington, D.C., he 
came to JMU on a one-year fellowship in fall 
2014 and spent the year teaching a class called 
Social Work Research Methods.
“I love it,” Zidan said. “I was very lucky to 
be selected, I love the student body and the 
Harrisonburg environment. I’ve gotten a lot of 
support.”
While he had experience teaching in Colo-
rado, Zidan believes that he has learned a lot 
in his apprenticeship at JMU.
“Being here has really enhanced my teaching 
abilities,” Zidan said. “Some of it is that I have 
a really great group to work with.”
He appreciated seeing his students learn, 
and considered their projects among his favor-
ite memories.
“[I enjoy] seeing the students really grasp the 
idea of research and learn how to do a proj-
ect,” Zidan said. “It’s my favorite moment to see 
what they’ve learned, what I’ve taught them.”
Zidan now has a one-year fellowship at 
Smith College in Massachusetts, where he’ll be 
assisting graduate students. He’ll be finishing 
his dissertation in that time, and looks forward 
to serving more students.
“As a professor, teaching is like planting a 
garden of flowers and roses,” Zidan said. “You 
wait for the spring when seeing the cherry 
blossom come out. That’s exactly like seeing 
students learn.”
Laura Cambriani 
When Italian professor Laura Cambriani first 
came to JMU, she didn’t imagine it would leave 
such a positive impression on her. 
Born and raised in Rome, she came to the 
United States to teach foreign language in 2007, 
and began her teaching career as the first JMU 
professor to teach Portuguese. 
“I started out teaching Portuguese 101 and 
102 in my first semester, and it was a lot of fun,” 
Cambriani said. “My classes then were a little 
bit smaller, and a lot of students had traveled 
to Brazil, so working with them was a rich 
experience.” 
Growing up with an Italian father and a Bra-
zilian mother, Cambriani was raised speaking 
primarily Italian. When the foreign language 
department hired Lillian Feitosa, a native Por-
tuguese speaker, in 2009, Cambriani dedicated 
herself to teaching Italian. 
While Cambriani has enjoyed teaching Ital-
ian, her first years teaching Portuguese are 
among her favorite memories. 
“My students were a lot of fun,”  Cambriani 
said. “I didn’t imagine it was possible for me to 
teach it, but they were such a nice group and I 
thank JMU for giving me this amazing chance. 
It’s part of me.” 
Cambriani believes the opportunities to be 
introduced to new ideas and experiences were 
some of the best parts of the job. 
“I’ve been extremely lucky,” Cambriani said. 
“With this job I’ve been able to travel, and that 
has helped me to learn about new cultures and 
languages and meet different people.”
While Cambriani adores the students that 
she teaches, one important thing she wants to 
change is the enrollment capacity, which she 
believes is too high. 
“My class right now focuses a lot on culture, 
which I love,” Cambriani said. “But with 20 stu-
dents, I feel like I cannot offer all of them a good 
understanding. It’s too many, it’s too high.” 
For Cambriani, Harrisonburg is the first and 
only part of the U.S. where she has lived and 
worked. She took the opportunity to become 
a learning partner for the alternative spring 
break program in 2009, and credits this to her 
understanding of the community. 
“It was a great experience,” Cambriani said. 
“If you only know JMU and your coworkers, 
you miss out, and you don’t get to see how dif-
ferent the city is from JMU and its students.”
Currently, Cambriani is in the U.S. on a work 
visa sponsored by the university. She doesn’t 
have a green card, and because her visa is close 
to expiration, she has chosen to resign. She 
plans to return to Italy, but is unsure of what 
the future holds for her. 
“I want to be happy,” Cambriani said. 
“Obviously you need a job, and unem-
ployment is high in Italy and my job 
hardly exists, so I’m working more on my 
personal life and well-being as I prepare 
to go back to Italy. I have to be positive.” 
CONTACT Samantha Ellis at 
ellissl@dukes.jmu.edu. 
Professors reflect on time at JMU as they prepare to move on
Photos by Megan trindell / the breeze
Professors Tarek Zidan (left) and Laura Cambriani are preparing to leave JMU as the semester ends. 
By Samantha Ellis | The Breeze 
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Avery Hymel 
biology and secondary 
education double major
“I’ll be a Leadership Fellow at Brown 
University’s Leadership Institute. 
It’s just a start, but it’s something 
I’m very optimistic about.”
Life goes on...
By Rebecca Josephson and Mark Owen | The Breeze




“I am in between medical school 
and cancer research. My top 
choice for cancer research 
would be Georgetown.”
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CONGRATULATIONS
Alpha Sigma Tau Seniors! 






 communication science 
and disorders major
Diana Al Husseini 
chemistry major
“i’m entering the kohl’s 
mit program to become 
a store manager.”
“going back home temporarily 
while i look for a job ... what 
i’d like to be doing is working 
for an artist booking agency 
down near Floyd, Virginia.”
“after graduation i plan on moving 
back to northern Virginia and 
looking around the hospitals to 
see if i can find an internship 
for speech pathology.”
“i am going to grad school 
for a ph.D. chemistry 
degree at texas a&m.”
Danielle Gallagher 
mathematics and 
interdisciplinary liberal studies 
double major
“i’m actually staying at jmu for the 
two-year masters of education 
program in college personnel 
administration program, which 
is the cspa program.”
John Schengber 
international business major
“i will be traveling until mid-
august, at which point i will begin 
living in arlington working as a 
Federal human capital consultant 
with Deloitte and a part-time 
freelance photographer.”
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Capping
TOP LEFT Senior health sciences major 
Morgan Kelly adorned her cap with a 
compass out of a love for travel. TOP 
MIDDLE Senior business management major 
Kori Sulewski decorated her cap to symbolize 
her time at JMU. TOP RIGHT Senior 
biotechnology major Monica Chowdhury was 
inspired by the Muslim Students Association 
in decorating her cap. BOTTOM LEFT Senior 
interdisciplinary liberal studies major Olivia 
Hepler loved the popular Disney musical 
Mary Poppins when she was growing up, and 
wanted to tribute that on her cap. BOTTOM 
RIGHT Senior communication sciences and 
disorders major Becca Jones represented her 
challenging journey at JMU on her cap.
PHOTOS BY MATT SCHMACHTENBERG AND ERIN WILLIAMS / THE BREEZE
off their
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off their time at JMU
With graduation right around the corner, seniors are trying to cap 
off their time at JMU the right way — with 
a standout design. 
“I love traveling and I love the beach,” 
Morgan Kelly, a senior health sciences 
major, said. “I thought that a compass 
would be a great idea to put on my cap 
because I really like what it symbolizes — 
direction, transition and adventure.” 
After four years of college, seemingly 
both long and short, decorating a gradua-
tion cap can have a lot of symbolic meaning 
to it. 
“I consider myself a very colorful person,” 
Kori Sulewski, a senior business manage-
ment major, said. “I used the quote, ‘Life 
is better when you’re laughing,’ on my cap; 
it’s pretty characteristic of my time here at 
JMU.”
In addition to quotes and designs, seniors 
find it important to include the organiza-
tions they have been involved with. 
“I have ‘MSA love’ written on the bor-
ders,” Monica Chowdhury, a senior 
biotechnology major, said. “I’ve changed 
a lot as a person through college and MSA 
[Muslim Students Association] has changed 
me the most.”
Others designed their caps with their 
futures in mind.
“‘In every job that must be done, there is 
an element of fun,’” Olivia Hepler, a senior 
interdisciplinary liberal studies major, said. 
“That’s what I put on my cap to carry me 
through post-grad. I loved Mary Poppins 
growing up, and it also connects with what 
I want to do later on with teaching.”
Quotes that are featured on these caps 
have power to them. 
“My cap reads, ‘Difficult roads lead to 
beautiful destinations,’” Becca Jones, a 
senior communication science and dis-
orders major, said. “My journey at JMU 
started off really rough but I’ve found that 
it has turned into a beautiful destination. 
I’m still on that difficult road, but I know 
that just means there’s going to be some-
thing beautiful at the end for me.”
As graduation rears its bittersweet head, 
seniors are experiencing a range of senti-
ments about leaving JMU. 
 “It’s a melting pot of emotions,” Jones 
said. “I’m scared but I’m also excited. I 
know there’s something great out there and 
I know I haven’t found it yet.”
Leaving the place students have called 
home for four years seems both difficult 
and intriguing. 
“It doesn’t seem real to me,” Kelly said. 
“It’s overwhelming, but it’s a good over-
whelming. JMU is such a great place and 
I’m not ready to leave, but I’m also curious 
and excited for the next phase of my life.”
CONTACT Yasmine Maggio at 
maggioym@dukes.jmu.edu.
“I love traveling and I love 
the beach. I thought that a 
compass would be a great 
idea to put on my cap 
because I really like what 
it symbolizes — direction, 
transition and adventure.”
Morgan Kelly
senior health sciences major
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Be the change 
Congratulations to all 3,041 undergraduates! 
The JMU Class of 2015




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































magazine format show during the 
practicum. Students created packages for 
the show, where producers and reporters 
had to work under deadline.
“When I ended up doing the practicum, 
I really, really fell in love with what we were 
doing, putting a show together,” Czarniak 
said. “For me, I was like, ‘This is right up my 
alley of interest.’”
After graduation in 2000, Czarniak 
worked as a production assistant for CNN 
in Atlanta.
“She had high aspirations,” Johnson said. 
“To go from [JMU] to Atlanta was a pretty 
big deal.”
Czarniak gained her first on-air role as 
a news reporter for WAWS/WTEV-TV in 
Jacksonville, Florida. She then moved on to 
work for WTVJ-TV and the Speed Channel 
in Miami, Florida.
Czarniak’s breakthrough into the sports 
world came after joining WRC-TV (NBC4) 
in Washington, D.C. in 2005. During 
her time there, she was a sports anchor 
and reporter, reporting on the area’s 
professional sports teams, anchoring daily 
sports broadcasts and hosting various 
sports shows.
Czarniak joined ESPN in 2011.
“It’s amazing to me that I’m doing what 
I’m doing,” Czarniak said. “By that I mean 
the job that I have … I don’t want to say 
luck. I believe in timing, and that being a 
good person and working hard plays out.”
Because of her position and journey, 
Czarniak can be a person that JMU 
students look up to.
“I work with a lot students who have 
interest in sports media and sports 
communication whether it’s male or 
female,” Kevin Warner said.
Warner is JMU’s director of athletics web 
operations and community relations. He 
also helped establish an Association for 
Women in Sports Media chapter at JMU in 
2014.
“I think for those students it means 
a lot to turn on a TV to watch the most 
important programming for them and see 
someone from JMU on there,” Warner said. 
“It’s worth a lot in pushing themselves to 
achieve something at the highest level … 
It instills a sense of pride, connection and 
inspiration.”
This also means a lot to Czarniak. 
“Honestly, it’s surreal,” Czarniak said. 
“It’s amazing to me that people would 
consider me someone to look up to.”
Czarniak had a busy week on the job 
leading up to JMU’s graduation as she 
travelled between Chicago and Las Vegas.
On April 26, Czarniak flew out to Las 
Vegas in anticipation of blockbuster 
boxing match between Manny Pacquiao 
and Floyd Mayweather, which took place 
on May 2. On April 30, the first day of the 
NFL draft, she flew to Chicago to host an 
outdoor show before draft time. She then 
flew back to Las Vegas that night for a show 
and interviews on Friday morning covering 
the fight.
“It’s going to be really cool, I’m really 
pumped,” Czarniak said looking ahead at her 
schedule. “It’s going to be a crazy week. And 
somewhere in the middle of all that, I’m going to 
find the time to write the most important thing 
to deliver, my commencement speech … Who 
knows, I think I may be able to pull something 
from that experience to take with me to JMU.”
ContaCt Richie Bozek at 
breezesports@gmail.com.
Czarniak | ‘I’m really pumped’
Lindsay Czarniak joined ESPN in 2011. Her first job out of JMU was as a production assistant at CNN.
PhIl Ellsworth / EsPN ImagEs

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































RATES AS LOW AS $339 + SAVE $150 WITH REDUCED FEES
NEW hardwood-style floors • NEW black appliances • NEW exterior siding • Now a fully gated community
+ FREE Gold’s Gym membership & FREE tanning
ATTENDING JMU IN THE FALL?
CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES
CAMPUSEDGEJMU.COM • 540.438.3835 • 869 B PORT REPUBLIC RD
Rates & fees subject to change.
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corey tierney |  media mogul
Four years later...
A letter to my freshman self as my journey at JMU comes to a close
Dear Freshman Corey,
You’re probably sitting in your Ikenberry Hall 
dorm room eating a chicken sandwich from Top 
Dog and watching music videos on MTVU as you 
read this.
You may be reflecting on a year that wasn’t at 
all what you expected, and in some ways (or most 
ways) disappointing. 
However, I’m here to tell you that it got a lot 
better. Not just one of those cliché “it gets better” 
betters, but actually better.
No, you aren’t starting a career as a reality TV writer for Entertainment 
Weekly, nor are you replacing Jeff Probst as the host of “Survivor.” But 
you can at least say you had one hell of a comeback throughout your 
college career.
I don’t want to give away too much, but let’s just say your mother’s 
love of writing and your father’s ability to challenge everything have 
served you well. 
And those are just your journalistic accomplishments.
You also became a leader on this campus. Not just one of those high 
school organization leaders, but one who multiple people look up to 
and come to for advice and guidance.
You managed to conquer both quantity and quality on your résumé 
as well; so much, in fact, that you’re currently having a hard time fitting 
it all on just one page.
And, though less important, you can now count the number of 
parties you’ve been to on more than one hand. That goes for close 
friends, too.
Above all though, I’m proud of you for sticking it out. I’m glad you 
didn’t transfer. I’m glad you didn’t stay home. 
Because if you had, you would’ve missed out on finding your 
passion. You also would’ve missed out on some great people along 
the way; the people you thought didn’t exist at this school. Because 
yes, there are people like you on this campus. You just have to get out 
there and find them.
So finish your sandwich and start that ghastly Spanish homework. 
But don’t worry, it’ll all work itself out in the end. Just like it always does.
Corey Tierney is a senior media arts and design major. Contact 
Corey at tiernecm@dukes.jmu.edu.
coUrtesy of corey tierney
Corey Tierney as a freshman in Ikenberry Hall in fall 2011.
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Graphic by blair rosen / The breeze
Thanks, Dr. W.!
Student Media Champion
Breeze Adviser, 25 Years
Curio Adviser, 38 Years
JMU journalism professor, 40 years
Serving James Madison University Since 1922
congratulates Dr. David Wendelken
on his retirement after 40 years
of teaching and mentoring 
student journalists at JMU.
